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Friendly
for kids
PETER FAMILARI

W INTAL has turned its spotlight on to portable
DVD players.

The vice-president of this innovative Aussie
brand, Ian Sen, was prompted into action after travelling
on a plane during the school holidays.

‘‘A lot of children on the flight were passing the time
using small battery-powered DVD players,’’ he says.

‘‘As soon as the plane had settled after take-off, the
kids were asking parents to get their players from the
luggage compartments.’’

Sen was quickly back to work planning a Wintal
DVD portable with a difference.

After Wintal staff asked
their own children for the
wishlist of features they’d
want in a DVD portable,
the model Wintal came up
with is the PD70 (below).

As well as playing back
DVDs and CDs, the kids
coveted a portable they
could use as a games
console and MP3 player.

Older children said they
would like DivX format
compatibility.

It is a neat way to
compress and download movies on to a standard CD-R
blank disc. Legally, of course.

So the $299 portable reads DivX and MP3 encoded
files. It also has a USB port, which is a handy way to
play back MP3 music and photos from plug-in USB
memory sticks.

Wintal has packed 200 arcade-style games into the
PD70 and also supplies two miniature games controllers
so two players can plug into the portable.

Games or movies are nicely reproduced on the
PD70’s 7-inch widescreen LCD panel.

Other nice touches are PAL and NTSC movie
playback and an SPDIF digital audio output connection.

Working on the premise that kids can tend to give
miniature portables a reasonable pounding, the PD70 is
also built tough.
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WINTAL
Model: PD70

Price: $299

Wintal:
1300 337 366

www.wintal.com.au

A confident
recommendation.
The PD70 is well
featured, solidly
built and comes at a
competitive price.

GAMES
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Got to have it
Excellent
Worth a look
Disappointing
Don’t bother

Street action: bikes race on one of the 16 tracks in the MotoGP 3 game.

Race the aces
MotoGP 3 (G)
Xbox, rrp $99.95
★★★★

The lowdown: Take on Valentino Rossi and 23
other riders from the 2004 MotoGP season in
the most intense action on the Xbox.

Burn rubber on all of the 16 official tracks
as you test your skill in your quest for glory.
Try the new extreme mode that lets gamers
race on 16 insane street tracks with street
bikes, or take on friends or family in multi-
player mode.
Shelf life: In career mode, single players can
choose from four gameplay modes ranging
from Grand Prix to Extreme 1200.

In Grand Prix mode you race through a
complete MotoGP season.

First you select a rider and then, with a
limited amount of cash, buy your first
motorbike.

You can then choose your rider’s racing
attire and colours, and create a logo that is
displayed on the front of the bike.

Practice sessions build your confidence and
qualify you for a good position on the grid. Or
you can bypass qualifying and jump straight
into the race from last on the grid.

During each race, there will be 20 fierce
riders (10 in Extreme mode) competing with
you for championship points, so you’re up
against it. Your main aim is to win as many
races as possible in order to get your hands on
the championship trophy, and reduce your
seeding, which starts at 100.

The Extreme modes are similar to those in
Grand Prix, except for the first time you’ll be
racing on a street bike around 16 amazing
street tracks from all over the world.

You will also earn money in these races,
with which you can buy better street bikes
and upgrades to gain more of an edge over
your rivals.

In multi-player mode you can take on
friends or family for bragging rights.

Highlight: Out-manoeuvring Valentino Rossi
on the last lap at Phillip Island to claim a
well-earned first-place finish.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG’S VERDICT: MotoGP 3
offers some intense racing action that will
test your skill. Controls can be tricky to
master and will take most gamers about
20 minutes.

Teetering
on the tilt
YOSHI’S UNIVERSAL
GRAVITATION (G)
Game Boy Advance,
rrp. $69.95
★★★

The lowdown: Tilting Game
Boy Advance tilts Yoshi’s
world, helping him overcome
obstacles, roll balls and
knock over bad guys.
Shelf life: This is not your
ordinary GBA game. The
ability to tilt adds another fun
dimension to what would
otherwise be just another
scrolling 2D adventure.

The plot is as convoluted
as they get, with Yoshi
determined to free his island
and friends, all of whom are
trapped in a pop-up book.

Once kids get through the
incredibly boring written plot
lines (no spoken dialogue
here, which is bad for little

kids) and into the game itself,
Yoshi’s Universal
Gravitation is a lot of fun.

Swing cherries to get them
within reach, tilt the screen to
aim cannons, slide platforms
within reach and build
enough momentum on half-
pipes to get huge jumps.
Highlight: Getting thumbs-up
from Yoshi when he gets big
air on the half-pipe.
DAVE BULLARD’S VERDICT:
I’m not a big fan of the GBA,
which normally seems
mundane compared with the
dual-screen Nintendo DS,
but this game is engaging.
Shame about the lack of
spoken instructions. Can
also be played on the DS,
using the top screen.

You could love it too much. 


